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Introducing schema.org

● Search engines collaborate to improve the 
Web
○ Bing, Yahoo!, Yandex and Google working together
○ Launched in June 2011
○ Large vocabulary for use in Web page markup

■ hundreds of types of thing & their properties
■ evolving via W3C-hosted open community
■ broad scope, practical focus

○ Based on W3C standards (RDFa, HTML5Microdata)
● Builds on ideas from Semantic Web, 

Microformats and Linked Data community



Simple example



Example uses at Google

● Enhanced search results - 'Rich Snippets'
● Custom Search Engines (for jobs, education, 

agriculture, datasets...)
● Working to improve description, discovery & 

integration of open datasets via schema.org









WebSchemas group at W3C: public-vocabs@w3.org



Datasets

● Please read our position paper!
● We've added types for Dataset, 

DataDownload, DataCatalog
○ thanks to Jim Hendler & team, W3C DCAT, ... 

● Allows any/all schema.org properties to be 
used for dataset discovery
○ but what about the information in the data? can we 

find ways to look inside datasets?
● Where do graphs stop and tables start?

○ fulfilling RDF's original promise as a metadata 
system

● Collaborations: W3C Community groups?


