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We had over 300 participants in 8 cities on International Open 
Data Day. We will show how we can achieve it.�
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Executive Summary 

•  Bottom-up activities by multi-stakeholders (communities, local 
governments, companies and universities) drive Linked Open Data 
movements in Japan. 

•  One of the key success factors is that academic institutions try to 
engage with local governments and communities in early stage. 

•  Community members that has same goals for LOD play a role of a 
platform that promote collaboration among multi-stakeholders. 

•  Neutral intermediary coordinates nationwide activities and helps to 
share best practices with each area. 
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LODAC(LOD for ACademia) Project: http://lod.ac/ 

•  LODAC is a project of developing academic linked open data and a data 
exchange platform 

•  LODAC develops and shares LOD resources of academia and public !eld 
-  LODAC Museum: Building LOD Resources of Collections of Museums 

-  LODAC Species: Building Dictionary for Biodiversity 

-  LODAC BDLS:  Building Dictionary for Life Science 

 

•  This project tried to engage with local governments and 
communities in early stage.  
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Take the cases of Sabae-city and Yokohama-city that are the 
starting points of Japanese bottom-up activities for LOD. 

Fukuoka�

The first local government

that publishes LOD on its website �

One of the biggest cities"
that has LOD local community�
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LODAC and local community members in Yokohama-city 
collaborate and make LOD applications in early stage. 

•  LODAC collaborated with local community members in Yokohama. 

•  Yokohama Art Spot is a mash-up application on local museum and event 
information. It demonstrates the value of combining data that come from 
di"erent communities. 
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Community members which has same goals play a role of a 
platform that promotes collaboration among multi-stakeholders. �

•  Local community members organized a new consortium (Yokohama 
Open Data Solutions Development Committee) to promote Yokohama 
Art Spot project and other LOD projects.  

•  The consortium involves local government members, NPOs, companies 
and universities that has same goals and wills for LOD.  
The consortium promotes collaborations among them. 
-  Local Government: Yokohama-city, Yokohama Arts Foundation, … 

-  NPO: Yokohama community Design Lab, … 

-  Company: Fuji Xerox, … 

-  University: LODAC, Tokyo City University, Global Communication Center, … 
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Sabae-city is the !rst local government that publishes LOD on 
its website. 

•  2011/12: Sabae-city published XML dataset with CC license. 

•  2012/05: Sabae-city published RDF dataset. 

•  2013/01: ATR Creative (private company) launched “Sabae-burari”. 
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•  “Sabae-burari” application 

-  An iPhone application that provides old-
map information with current point of 
interest (sightseeing points, bus stops, etc.).  

-  Users can switch old and current map easily. 
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Sabae-city became one of the most advanced open data city 
because multi-stakeholders cooperated closely.�
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OKF Japan organized bottom-up activities around the 
country and coordinated  Open Data Day in Japan.�
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Some cities held a hackathon, and others held city tour with 
LOD application and edited Wikipedia pages.�
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Over 90% participants were satis!ed with IODD in Japan. 
There were multi-stakeholders in the event. 
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Do you want to participate next IODD? What is your job? 

Overall, how would you rate IODD? What is the biggest benefit of the event? 

•  Networking

•  Sharing ideas with participants

•  Learning about open data

•  Improving skills

    etc.. 
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After IODD, OKF Japan helps to share best practices with each 
area by providing toolkits and tutorials.�

•  OKF Japan coordinates nationwide activities as a neutral intermediary.  

•  For sharing best practices around the world, OKF Japan provides toolkits 
and tutorials for localization of applications. 
-  Where does my money go? 

-  Fix my street, etc. 
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Concluding Remarks 

•  Bottom-up activities by multi-stakeholders drive LOD movements in 
Japan. 

•  One of the key success factors is that academic institutions (LODAC) try 
to engage with local governments and communities (Sabae/
Yokohama) on early stage. 

•  Community members that has same goals for LOD play a role as a 
platform that promote collaboration among multi-stakeholders. 

•  Neutral intermediary (OKF Japan) coordinates nationwide activities 
and helps to share best practices with each area. 


